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near five years ; when Dionysius, returning from Locri, (see Plutarch in the life of Timoloon,) became once more master of Syracuse, and, as it seems, put Nysasus to death.
Who were the friends of Dion to whom Plato writes, is hard to enumerate : the principal were his son l Hipparinus, and his sister's son, likewise called Hipparinus, and his brother, Megaclcs, if living1, though I rather imagine he had been killed in the course of the war before the death of Dion ; and Hicctaw, who afterwards was tyrant of the Leontincs.
Plato was about forty years of ago, when first lie came to Syracuse. His fortieth year was 0,L 97. <k
NOTES OK THE GREEK TEXT.
P. 323. 2^eSoi/ err/ rerrapa/coFra yeyovcos.] Plato was about forty years of age, when he first came to Syracuse ; his fortieth year was Olymp. 97. -1. Archonte Antipatro. Diodorus mentions the same fact three years later, but does not expressly say when it happened ; and Dion was then in his twentieth year : consequently' Hipparinus was now about twenty, ]>ut whether the son of Dion, or his nephew, be here meant, is hard to distinguish,; i[ it could bo proved to be the former, Plutarch would bo convicted of a mistake. (See the next Epistle.) We must read hero, Tron/crete, as Serranus observes.
1 I call him by the name of Hipparinus, because Timonidos tlio Lcucadittii, a principal friend of Dion, assures us of it (ap, Plutarch.), and his testimony must doubtless bo profurrod to that of Tiinaius, who gives this youth the name of Arotajus, See Plato's eighth Epistle,
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